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Executive summary 

Representation at the UNESCO Creative Cities 
Summit in Beijing  
 

Summary 

This report seeks approval for the Council to be represented at the Global Creative 
Cities Summit in Beijing from 21 to 23 October following an invitation from UNESCO. 
The Summit is organised by UNESCO and the Municipality of Beijing. This international 
meeting will agree the future strategies of the Creative Cities Network, which is 
expected to experience a rapid growth in the coming years. 

   

Edinburgh is the world's first UNESCO City of Literature and the founder city of the 
UNESCO Creative Cities Network (CCN). 

 

Edinburgh takes an active role in CCN via the City of Literature team, by leading the 
working group and chairing the working group meetings.   

 

Recommendations 

1 To recommend that the Committee approves acceptance of the invitation by an 
elected member to attend the UNESCO Creative Cities Summit in Beijing. 

 

Measures of success 

• Maintain Edinburgh’s leading role in the UNESCO Creative Cities Network 

• Maintain Edinburgh’s profile as a world leading creative city 

• Contribute and influence the direction of future strategies of the Creative Cities 
Network 

• Forge links with Beijing / China 

 

Financial impact 

The costs of a return economy flight ticket and 4 nights’ accommodation for the 
Council’s representative will be covered by the organisers.  In addition, the cost of 4 
nights’ accommodation will be covered for an accompanying officer.  Remaining costs 
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for an elected member will be met by the City of Edinburgh Council’s Members’ 
Services budget, with officer costs being  met from the relevant Departmental budget.  

 

Equalities impact 

There are no equalities impacts arising from attendance at this event.  

 

Sustainability impact 

Travel arrangements will be made in accordance with The Council’s Sustainable Travel 
Plan. 

 

Consultation and engagement 

As Edinburgh is a founder member of the UNESCO Creative Cities Network because it 
received the first ever such title (UNESCO City of Literature), consultation has taken 
place with the City of Literature team. The team will not attend the summit as they have 
committed to the CCN annual meeting in September, but support the opportunity for 
Edinburgh to be represented and profiled at the Summit.  

 

Background reading / external references 
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Report 

Visit to UNESCO Creative Cities Summit in Beijing  
 

1. Background 

1.1 An invitation has been received from the UNESCO Museums and Creativity 
Section (Culture Sector) to attend the Global Creative Cities Summit in Beijing 
from 21 to 23 October.  The Summit is organised by UNESCO and the 
Municipality of Beijing. This international meeting will orient the future strategies 
of the Creative Cities Network, which is expected to experience a rapid growth in 
the coming years.  

1.2 Edinburgh is the world's first UNESCO City of Literature and the founder city of 
the UNESCO Creative Cities Network (CCN). The City of Literature team takes 
an active role in CCN by leading the working group and chairing the working 
group meetings.   

 

2. Main report 

2.1 The dates of the visit would be 19-23 October 2013.  A draft programme has 
been provided.  However, a detailed programme will be provided by the 
organisers closer to the date. 

2.2 As part of the transportation and accommodation cost will be covered by the 
organisers, the estimated cost for an elected member and a member of staff 
attending the summit will be £1500 to cover international travel and 
accommodation in Beijing.  

   

3. Recommendations 

3.1 To recommend that the Committee approves acceptance of the invitation by an 
elected member to attend the UNESCO Creative Cities Summit in Beijing 

 

Greg Ward 
Head of Economic Development 

 

Links  
 

Coalition pledges  P24 - Maintain and embrace support for our world-famous 
festivals and events  
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P31 – Maintain our City’s reputation as the cultural capital of the 
world by continuing to support and invest in our cultural 
infrastructure 

Council outcomes CO20 – Culture, sport and major events – Edinburgh continues 
to be a leading cultural city where culture and sport play a 
central part in the lives and futures of citizens 

Single Outcome 
Agreement 

SO1 – Edinburgh’s Economy delivers increased investment, 
jobs and opportunities for all 

Appendices Appendix 1: Letter of Invitation held with the External Relations 
Unit  
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Appendix 1: 
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